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by whatever there may be of truth in the opinions,
taken as a whole, of other men, we must endeavour
to throw ourselves as far as possible into their
feelings, to see things, so to speak, through their
spectacles, to try how far we agree with them rather
than how far we differ from them. If earnest-
minded men are approached in this spirit, I think
that we shall generally find that we have some-
thing to learn from them, even when at first sight
we might have supposed that we differed from
them altogether. And though there may still re-
main various things in which we find that we do
not agree with them, I think that we shall learn
to respect them far more than we should have
done if we had held aloof from them.

The ideas of others on such subjects are best
arrived at in the way of friendly conversation when
that can be had. In this way misapprehensions are
the most easily cleared away, and the benefit ob-
tained through the contact of minds of different
casts may be mutual. This, however, is a method
of only restricted application, since it implies
residence, at least temporarily, in the same place,
and, usually at least, previous friendship. In de-
fault of this, much may be done by reading books
written by earnestly-minded men of different ways
of thinking. This is no mere speculation; I can
speak from some experience, being rather fond of

12